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George W. Stone
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Dear Mr. Stone:
I am writing in regards to the ‘101 Inventions That Shaped The World’, specials issue.
I did find this issue interesting, but found that there were some serious omissions, and the one in particular that stood
out was the invention of the telephone in 1876, which by the way, was the second president of The National Geographic
Society, Alexander Graham Bell. Mr. Bell should have been acknowledge in this issue for his notable invention, which
so many in today’s society brush aside.
Better research on these inventions that pertain to Bell Laboratories; i.e. Telstar I, Transistor, UNIX (which is the
foundation of the Internet), Television, and radio, would have added a more historical perspective to your 101
Inventions. It just seems to be either a serious oversight, or haphazard information that not only Mr. Bell deserves
direct credit for his invention of the telephone in 1876, but all the other inventions that the company he had founded,
The Bell Telephone Company, later American Telephone & Telegraph.
Enclosed are some information regarding the history that really should have been given mention to that shows exactly
where and how these inventions came about.
The Porticus Centre has a trove of historical resources that are freely available, and I only wanted to point this out about
the obvious omissions that were evident, and perhaps you were unaware that there was information that should have
been in there.
Though this magazine has come and gone, hopefully you and your team that participated in the editing and research will
find this documentation of interest.
Please feel free to reach out to me anytime.
Sincerely,

DeWitt P. Hoopes
President
FR/dph
Enclosures:

Milestones in AT&T History
History of AT&T and Television
Alexander Graham Bell (1947 publication)

